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‘Seaweed will fetch fishers some extra bucks’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @Kochi

UNION Minister of State for Agricul-
ture Krishna Raj has urged the marine
scientists to promote seaweed farming
which, according to her, has multi-di-
mensional industrial prospects.

The minister was mteractmg From the

with the scientists at the Cen
tral Marine Fisheries Reswrch
Institute (CMFRI) here on
Tuesday.

“Seaweed cultivation will be benefi-
cial to the development of various nu-
traceutical products, medicines and

cosmetic products. Promotion of sea-
weed farming will also help increase
the income of fishermen,” she said.
The minister also appreciated CMFRI's
efforts to develop nutraceutical prod-
ucts against diabetes, arthritis, obesity
and thyroid.
KrishnaRajsaid the govern-
——1 ment was keen to promote
small-scale entrepreneurship
in fisheries to improve the liv-
ing standards of fishermen. “We
should organise village-level cam-
paigns to create awareness among the
fishermen about the prospects of entre-

preneurship in the fisheries sector.
Women should be encouraged to take
up entrepreneurial initiatives,” she
said. The minister urged the scientists
to implement innovative and diversi-
fied farming practices to woo more peo-
ple into fish farming.

KrishnaRajalso visited the National
Marine Biodiversity Museum and the
research laboratories at the CMFRI.
Marine Biodiversity Division head KK
Joshi, Fishery Resources Assessment
Division head T V Sathianandan, and
principal scientist Shyam S Salim
spoke on the occasion.



