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Juvenile fishing causing huge
economic loss, says CMFRI

Fisheries sector suffers estimated loss of X221 crore

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
KOCHI

Kerala’s fisheries sector is
suffering a huge economic
loss owing to uncontrolled

2111

the Central Marine F
Research Institute (CMFRI).

A study by CMFRI says the
most caught juveniles last
year were of threadfin
breams that caused a loss of
an estimated 221 crore to
the fisheries sector in the
State last year. The report
was prepared as part of
CMFRI’s research project for
developing a fisheries man-
agement plan for the sector.

Apart from loss to the eco-
nomy, juvenile fishing badly
affects the biological factors
of fish ecosystem, according
to the report.

T.M. Najmudeen, princi-

Juvenile fishing badly affects
the biological factors of
marine ecosystem,
according to CMFRI report.

pal scientist at CMFRI and
the principal investigator of

the project, presented the -

report at a stakeholders’
meeting held at CMFRI to
discuss the studies conduct-
ed by the institute last year.
E.M. Abdussamad, princi-

pal scientist at CMFRI, ex-
plained the reasons behind
the fall in landing of oil sar-

. dine in Kerala in the last few

years. According to him, un-

- favourable climatic condi-

tions following El Nino had
badly affected the spawning
and growth pattern of oil

_sardine.

During the meeting, fish-
ermen demanded that the
Kerala model Minimum Le-

.gal Size regulation be imple-

mented in the neighbouring
States too. According to
them, the curb on juvenile
fishing will be meaningful
only if there is uniformity in
implementing regulations
across the country.

The fishermen also want-
ed CMFRI to study the mi-
gratory pattern of the de-
mersal fishery resources.




