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CMERI opens doors to
marine wonders for public

Institute celebrating its 72nd Foundation Day; exhibition from tomorrow

Diverse collection: (From left) Llon ﬁsh sea cow, and lobster at the Natlonal Manne Blodlver5|ty Museum of CMFRI Kochi.

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
KOCHI ¢

The Central Marine Fisheries
Research Institute (CMFRI)
will throw open its doors to
the public on Tuesday as
part of its 72nd Foundation
Day celebrations. The public
can view splendours of the
marine world like precious
pearls in the deep sea and
the process of extracting
them from farmed pearl
oysters.

The exhibition will be a
display of diverse marine ag-
uatic species as well as a plat-
form to understand the lat-

est developments in marine
research. The National Ma-
rine Biodiversity Museum at
the CMFRI s rich with collec-
tions from a wide spectrum
of niches ranging from estu-
aries to coastal and deeper
waters of the Indian seas, va-
rious laboratories, newly-de-
signed marine research
aquarium, hatcheries and
other facilities. The exhibi-
tion will be open between 10
a.m. and 4 p.m., said a press
release here.

Whale shark, the largest
fish, horse shoe crab, sea
snakes, sea birds, pearl oys-

ter, sea cow, dolphins, and
sharks can be viewed. An-
tarctic krills, a favourite food
of penguins and blue whales,
is also available at the mu-
seum. The marine research
aquarium showcases diffe-
rent marine ornamental va-
rieties including bat fish and
lion fish.

Those curious about the
latest research develop-
ments in marine fisheries
may visit various laborato-
ries dedicated to biopros-
pecting, ocean acidification,
fishery biology, environmen-
tal research, climate change

and cell culture. The fish age-
ing laboratory will help un-
cover the secrets behind esti-
mation of fish age which is a
revolutionary step in marine
fisheries research. Visitors
can also acquire knowledge
in the area of developing
medicines from marine or-' :
ganisms for various diseases.

Among the research facili-
ties of the CMFRI, the scan-
ning electron microscope
that produces images of a
sample in higher resolution :
that is 10-lakh fold is expect- ;:
ed to draw the attention of
visitors. T, 4



