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Stakeholders call for token system
for fishers venturing out into sea

It will help speed up rescue operations during an emergency, they say

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
KOCHI

A meeting of fishermen and
scientists involved in ma-
rine fisheries research,
ocean studies, space re-
search and communica-
tions here on Wednesday
ended with a call for the in-
troduction of a token sys-
tem to account for the exact
number of people ventur-
ing out into the sea.

The discussion, inaugu-
rated by Fisheries Minister
J. Mercykutty Amma, was
organised as part of SAFA-
RI-2, an international sym-
posium under the aegis of
the Central Marine Fisher-
ies Research Institute on the
application of remote sens-
ing technology for ecosys-
tem analysis and fisheries.

The discussions were
held in the wake of cyclone
Ockhi which left a trail of
destruction in December.
One of the key issues that
confronted the fishing com-
munity, the State govern-
ment and disaster manage-
ment agencies was that
there was no information
available on the exact num-
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Fisheries Minister J. Mercykutty Amma looks at an exhibit at
the Aqua-Agri-Food Fest held at CMFRI in Kochi on
Wednesday as part of SAFARI Symposium. «SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

ber of fishermen and fishing
boats that had ventured out
into the sea.

The speakers at the dis-
cussions felt that introduc-
tion of a token system
would provide an exact pic-
ture of the situation and
help speed up rescue
operations.

Another suggestion that
came up at the discussions

was that there should be
coordination between fish-
ermen and local govern-
ment bodies to make warn-
ings on natural disasters
effective and timely.

The fishermen participat-
ing in the discussions also
demanded that the warn-
ings should be issued in Ma-
layalam so that everyone
could access the informa-

tion. It must also be ensured
that even those who are
venturing out into the deep
seas are warned about any
potential dangers.

The coastal protection
forces now in operation
should make use of the ex-
pertise of fishermen com-
munity in meeting any
emergency situation, speak-
ers at the discussions said.

Those participating in
the discussions reiterated
the demand that a Depart-
ment of Fisheries must be
established at the Union le-
vel in the background of the
cyclone Ockhi.

It was suggested that
boats venturing out should
not be allowed to spend
more than 10 days in the
waters. The lack of aware-
ness among fishermen of
the latest technology tools
was also highlighted during
the discussions.

Around a hundred fisher-
men from across Kerala par-
ticipated in the discussions
held at the CMFRI hall.
Scientists from CMFRI, IS-
RO and INCOIS participated
in the discussions.



