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The catches were disposed through open auction.
The rate for yellow fin tuna ranged from ` 80 to
` 95 per kilogram and that of skipjack tuna around
` 60/-. The entire tuna catch was transported to
Kerala for further disposal.Economics of each trip
was estimated. Each fishing unit is normally owned
by a group of 10 to 15 persons. It requires 3000 l of
diesel besides 250-300 ice bars each weighing 50
kg for preservation of the tunas and other fishes
caught. They take 100 cans of fresh water for
drinking besides food items. The operational cost
for one trip is around ` 2 lakhs. The total proceeds
are shared on 40: 60 among workers and owners
respectively. The operational expense is met from

owners share. Present operations are perceived to
be profitable for the owners and the workers also
get a decent share.

This is yet another example of using their own
wisdom to tide over their crisis and has certain
positive points besides the economic aspects. The
fishing is conducted in areas far away from the
conventional fishing grounds and traditional
fishermen. Targeting a resource (oceanic tunas)
which the government is emphasizing as part of
diversification of fishing and augmentation of fish
catch is also achieved.

Generally, the deep sea multiday drift gill netters
used to catch the bigger yellowfin tuna occurring
during this time of the year but in a few numbers
only. However, this year, the gillnetters based at
Chennai and Thoothukudi got very good catches of
bigger yellowfin tuna during this period. These were
fully mature suggesting spawning shoals. A gradual
decrease in the quantity of bigger yellowfin tuna
landed along with dominance of smaller size ones
in the catches during the end of February was
recorded. Hence, it is not clear how long this fishery
trend will continue and requires further monitoring.

Fig. 1. Yellow fin tuna caught
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As an alternative livelihood sources fishers from
Thoothukudi, Puducherry and Chidambaram are
regularly harvesting the polychaete worms found
Tuticorin Bay.  The polychaete worms collected were
identified as Marphysa spp (Fig. 1). While the fishers
from Puducherry are collecting the worms for the
live bait industry, the groups from Chidambaram
are collecting it for shrimp hatcheries to be used as
a live feed for shrimp brooders. Groups of fishermen

are harvesting the worms during the low tide time
from the intertidal region especially in the early
morning hours. The process includes the spotting
of the worm burrows followed by excavating the
soil with a spade.  While one person digs the other
searches for the polychaete worms by breaking the
lumps. The digging of the earth is done even up to
two meter depths for getting sufficient numbers.
The collected worms have to be kept in live
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Fig. 1. Harvested Marphysa sp.

condition in clean vessels with seawater until they
are handed over to agents of shrimp farmers. When

used as prawn maturation feed in hatcheries. Each
group is reported to collect around one kilogram of
live worms per day which earns them ` 300 per kg
on the spot itself. Earlier there was not much
demand for this worm, due to its reported role as a
passive vector for the white spot syndrome virus in
cultured shrimps. However, now the polychate
worms are back in demand. Its role as a maturation
diet for the brooders of Penaeus vannamei in the
prawn hatcheries and local shrimp farms is driving
this trend. There is scope for culture of this
polychaete in India to meet the growing market
demand and also to prevent overexploitation in wild
populations.
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Unique and continuous landing of bull shark,
Carcharhinus leucas was observed at Vizhinjam
landing centre during the February – March, 2018
period (Fig. 1). 16 numbers of bull sharks measuring
110-359 cm (total length) and weighing 90 - 330 kg
each were landed. Of these, only 3 sharks were
immature. The landings of C. leucas along the
Vizhinjam coast is usually occurs only once or twice
in a month, but such  steady landings as recorded
was a rare occurrence. Plywood boats of around 7-
8 m OAL fitted with fitted with 25 hp out board
motor or two 9.9 hp combined motors conduct the
single day fishing using hook and line. Bull sharks
as by-catch in the bottom set gillnets (targeting rays)
were also observed on a few days. The fishers
venture upto 25 nautical mile from the shore and
are operating the gears up to the depth of 135
meters for catching bull sharks. The fishers recorded
from the shore during the early morning hours and
returned in the afternoon. The landings of bull shark
at the Vizhinjam landing centre fetched good returns
which were a relief to the fishermen who were

resuming fishing after the cyclone Ockhi which had
recently occurred. Most of the days, the sharks were
auctioned off at the rate of ` 40,000 – 90,000 per
piece. The bull sharks landed were transported to
Thoothoor for further processing and marketing.
These processing plants process the shark as dried
and salt cured based on the demand from
neighboring states. Kerala is one preferred state
with Calicut, Changanassery, Kottayam and
Ettumaanoor being prominent areas of dried shark
consumption and market demand.

Fig. 1. Bull sharks landed at Vizhinjam landing centre
on different days




