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Marine mammals of Indian EEZ and the contiguous seas have been documented
by Central Marine Fisheries Research Institute, India for over a period of 10 years.
25 species of cetaceans, which include baleen whales, toothed whales, dolphins
and single species of sirenian are known to occur in India. This study was based
on opportunistic sightings onboard FORY Sagar Sampada along with the other
oceanographic research cruises. Published pictures of whole animals, size of spouts,
shape of dorsal fin and caudal flukes of different species were used to identify
the cetaceans sighted. The study area included the coastal, continental shelf and
oceanic waters of the Indian EEZ and the Sri Lankan Sea. The surveyed area extended
189 between 5°-23°N latitude and 66°-95°F longitude with depth range of 20-5000 m.

Marine Ecosystems - Challenges and Opportunities 2-5 Dec 2014, Kochi Marine Biological Association of India



Table-1. Climate variables and IEEZ
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*AT(A)-Air temperature; SST(S)-Sea Surface Temperature; SLP(P)-Sea Level Pressure; TC(C)-Total Cloudiness; SH(Q)-Specific Humidity;
U-Vector wind Eastward component; V-Vector wind Northward component; W-Scalar wind: LAT-latitude; LON-longitude; NWEEZ-North
West Exclusive Economic Zong; SWEEZ-South West Exdusive Economic Zone ; SEEEZ-South East Exclusive Economic Zone; NEEEZ-North
East Exclusive Economic Zone; LAKEEZ-Lakshadweep Exclusive Economic Zone; ANEEZ-Andaman and Nicobar Islands Exclusive Economic
[one
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that they exhibit various behavioral actions. This article is an attempt to document
some of the behavioral features observed during sighting of a dolphin or a whale.
These include breaching, foraging, bow riding, leaping, surfacing the water,
spinning, fluking and aerial behavior. This attempted study is only a fractional part
for more future studies leading to novel insight into the behavior of Cetaceans in
the Indian EEZ.
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