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along Tamil Nadu and Puducherry coast
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ln India, the marine gastropods contribute %
important fisheries, provide nutritious food
and are also valuable foreign exchange earners
to the country. The shell has many industria!
uses and is an object in making eye catching
shell articles by deft craftsmen. Men, women
and children participate in fishing gastropods.
which provide employment and income in
coastal rural areas. Babylonia sp., commonly
known as ‘Whelk,” or ‘Spiral Babylon’ and
‘Puramuttai chank’ (dove egg shell) in loca!
parlance and ‘Baigai’ in the trade sector, is o
marine edible gastropod. It is widely distributed
in the Indo-Pacific region. It is extensively fished
from Tamil Nadu at places such as Gulf of
Mannar, Poompuhar, Nagapattinam, and
Chennai using whelk trap, which consists of &
net bag supported with an iron frame of circular
and square shape on the top. The peak fishing
season is from June to October with high catch
rates (150 kg/Unit). The fishery is composed
mainly of one species, Babylonia spirata, the
size range of which ranges from 15 to 50 mm
and weight varies from 6 to 21 g. A study of
seasonal maturity stages indicated that the
animals have a primary peak breeding period
during October to December and secondary
peak during April-May. Growth was found to
be isometric and the maximum size encountered
in the fishery was 55 mm. Biochemically, the
meat has more than 60% protein, 9%
carbohydrates and 9.1% lipids. Live Babylonia
is exported to Japanese, Korean, Singapore,
Hong Kong, Thailand, UAE, Maldives and
Chinese markets. The price at landing centers
range from Rs.180-200/kg.
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