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Mariculture zones
mooted in policy
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A draft national policy on
mariculture has mooted
mariculture zones by
demarcating special areas
in sea for different activi-
ties such as cage farming,
bivalve farming, pen cul-
ture, seaweed culture,
hateheries and nurseries
based on scientific criteria.

The draft policy was for-
mulated by an expert com-
mittee formed by National
Fisheries Development
Board (NFDB) with Dr A.
Gopalakrishnan, director
of Central Marine Fishe-
ries Research Institute
(CMFRI) as chairman. The
poliey is now available for
public comments from all
stakeholders and interest-
ed groups.. The policy aims
to enhance mariculture
production in the country
and increase income and
employment opportunities
in a sustainable way, in
addition to promoting

entrepreneurship in mari-
culture by facilitating tech-
nical and financial inputs.
According to the policy,
satellite remote sensing
data and GIS will be used
to identify zones for mari-
culture on the basis of sci-
entific evaluation of envi-
ronmental parameters
suitable for farming avoid-
ing conflict with other
users and protecting local
fishing communities.
Leasing and
Regulation: Referring to
the security of maricul-
ture enterprises in the
open sea waters, the policy
has made provisions for
leasing the water bodies
and regulating the activi-
ties through changes in the
law. All mariculture farms
in sea would operate only
in an area leased out for
the purpose by the mar-
itime states. In addition,
the state will register and
licence all farms for a spe-
cific period ensuring pro-
tection to the farm assets.



