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CMFRI open house highlights
effects of climate change
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The open house, an exhibi-
tion and education pro-
gramme, organised by the
Central Marine Fisheries Re-
search Institute (CMFRI) on
its 71st Foundation Day on
Saturday, highlighted the
impact of climate change on
the marine fisheries sector.
The institute displayed its
findings on climate change
on the basis of studies con-
ducted under the National
Innovations on Climate Resi-
lient Agriculture (NICRA).
Scientists said there had
been changes in scores of
areas such as sea surface
temperature, wind and rain-
fall, ocean current, spawn-
ing season, maturity, distri-
bution and catch of various

marine fishes owing to cli-
mate change. The shift in
distribution of commercial-
ly important fish resources
affects fish catch, livelihoods
of people and the national
economy as a whole.
“Climate change coupled
with intense fishing pres-
sure has an adverse effect
on fisheries resources,”
said a statement from the
CMFRI citing research
scientist P.U. Zacharia.
Adaptive measures such
as reducing fishing ef-
forts, forestation of man-
groves, farming of sea-
weeds and promotion of
cage fish farming were
need of the hour, he said.
During the open
house, students and the
public had an opportuni-

ty to enjoy rare views of ma-
rine life. As part of the pro-
gramme, the National
Marine Biodiversity Mu-
seum, marine research
aquarium, Agricultural
Technology  Information
Centre, and hatcheries were
opened to the public.



