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CMFRI open house
points to impact of

DC CORRESPONDENT
KOCHI, FEE 3

The open house, an exhi-
bition cum education pro-
gramme, held by the
Central Marine Fisheries
Research Institute
{CMFRI) on its 71st foun-
dation dayv on Saturday
here highlighted the
impact of climate change
in fisheries.

Aimed at creating
awareness among the
public, the CMFRI dis-
plaved the research out-
put of the study on cli-
mate change conducted
under the scheme of the
National Innovations on
Climate Resilient
Agriculture (NICRA).

Explaining the details
of the study to the visi-
tors who  thronged
CMFRI to understand the
latest developments in
the marine research and
enjoy the wonders of
marine biodiversity, the
scientists said that there
had been changes in
scores of areas such as
sea surface temperature
(88T}, chlorophylla, wind
and rainfall, ocean cur
rent, spawning season,
maturity, distribution
and catch of wvarious
marine fishes owing to
the climate change.

They further said that
shift in distribution of
commercially important
fish resources affects the
catch and thereby liveli-

climate change

hoods and national econ-
omy to sustainable level.

“Climate change cou-
pled with the intense fish-
ing pressure has an
adverse effect on fish-
eries resources”, said Dr
BU. Zacharia, project
coordinator of NICRA.
Adaptive measures such
as reducing fishing
efforts, forestration of
mangroves, farming of
seaweeds and promotion
of cage fish farming
are the need of the hour,
he said.

According to the NICRA
study report, habitat
mapping and ecological
modelling could be done
to prevent over-exploita-
tion and manage climate
Slressors.

During the open house,
students and the
public also got an oppor-
tunity to enjoy a rare
privilege of getting a
ringside wview of the
secrets of marine life.

As part of the program-
me, the National Marine
Biodiversity  Museum,
various state-of-the-art
laboratories, marine rese-
arch aquarium, Agricul-
tural Technology Inform-
ation Centre (ATIC) and
hatcheries were opened
to the public.

The  visitors  also
displayved keen interest
in understanding the
functioning of the
fish ageing laboratory of
the CMFRIL



