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‘Participatory management councils
will play a key role in fisheries sector’

Kerala Marine Fisheries Regulation Act
amended to involve all stakeholders

OURBUREAU
Kochi,September18
Establisment of participatory
management councils, one of
the new amendments to the
Kerala Marine Fisheries Regu-
lation Act, will play a crucial
role in revamping the fisher-
iesmanagementsysteminthe
State, according to experts.
Marine scientists who
spoke at a workshop on sci-
entific management of mar-
ine fisheries, held at the Cent-
ral Marine Fisheries Research
Institute, observed that the
proposed management coun-
cils would ensure the involve-

ment of all stakeholders, in-

cluding  fishermen, in
management and policy
formation in the sector.

Sunil Mohamed, Principal
Scientist, CMFRI, said the
councils would open a plat-

form for dialogues and discus-
sions to take decisions in a
democratic way.

It will address the require-
ments - for sustainability,
equityand efficiencyin fisher-
iesand coastal resources man-
agement.

3-tiersystem

The participatory manage-
ment council, which was in-
cluded in the amendment of
KMFRA following a proposal
from the CMFRI, will function
as a3-tier system —village, dis-
trictand State.

The council will haverepres-
entations of fishermen, gov-
ernment officials, boat own-
ers, boat builders, fish traders,
NGOs, scientists, etc.

Through the implementa-
tion of these councils, fisher-
men will be empowered to be-

come active members of the
fisheries management team,
balancing rights and respons-
ibilities, and working in part-
nership with the government,
Mohamed said.

He also said intensive pub-
licawareness is required to ef-
fectively implement Min-
imum Legal Size (MLS)
regulations to curb juvenile
fishing. Consumer awareness
iscrucialinimplementing the
MLS regulation properly, he
said, adding that implement-
ing the same would increase
the economic efficiency of the
fishery, besides affording pro-
tection tojuvenile fishes.  °

In his introductory re-
marks, Venkatesha Pathi, Dir-
ector of Fisheries, said a sci-
entific approach is essential
for better fisheries manage-
ment.

The fisheries department
hasallocated special funds for
adaptive research in this re-
gard.



