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Maharashtra seeks CMFRI’s help
for large-scale cage fish farming

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @Kochi

THE Maharashtra Government
has sought the technical sup-
port of the Central Marine Fish-
eries Research Institute (CM-
FRI) for starting large-scale
cage fish farming ventures.

In a meeting held at CMFRI
headquarters in Kochi, Deepak
Kesarkar, the Finance, Planning
and Home (Rural) Minister of
Maharashtra, urged CMFRI au-
thorities to provide technical
guidance to launch 500 cage fish
farming units in brackish water
resources in Sindhudurg, a
coastal district in
Maharashtra.

Kesarkar said the Maharash-
tra Government will provide fi-
nancial support for implement-
ing a suitable cage farming
model in accordance with the
ecological and geographical
conditions of the brackish wa-
ter resources in the region.

“Cage farming models imple-
mented by CMFRI at Pizhala in
Ernakulam and in Mangaluru
are highly successful. The Ma-
harashtra Government is eager

to emulate such models in Sind-
hudurg as abetterlivelihood op-
tion for the coastal populace,”
Kesarkar said.

Joint managing director of
Maharashtra Small Scale Indus-
tries Corporation Leena Bansod
visited the cage farming sites at
Pizhala, an island village in Er-
nakulam. She interacted with
the farmers and invited them to
Maharashtra to share their ex-
periences with farmers there.

As per the decision taken in
the meeting, a team from the
Mariculture Division of the CM-
FRI will visit Sindhudurg to as-
sess the ecological conditions
and carrying capacity of water
bodies before launching cage

fish farming. The team will also
select ideal spots and suitable
speciesfor farming. CMFRI will
soon submit a detailed project
proposal to the Maharashtra
Government after reviewing the
environmental and geographi-
cal aspects of the region.
Kesarkar also wanted CMFRI
to provide technical support to
set up backyard hatchery units
of cobia and silver pompano in
the district. He urged the insti-
tute to help formulate fishing
regulation for Maharashfraand
provide technical support for
oyster and mussel farming.
Maharashtra Additional
Principal Chief Conservator of
Forests N Vasudevan participat-
ed in the talks on behalf of the
Maharashtra Government at
the meeting. CMFRI Maricul-
ture division head Imelda Jo-
seph, Fishery Resources Assess-
ment division head T V
Sathianandan, Marine Biodiver-
sity division’s K K Joshi, Demer-
sal Fisheries division head P U
Zacharia and principal scien-
tists A P Dineshbabu and C Ra-
machandran were present.



