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A glimpse of India’s
~ diverse marine wealth

Jipson Sikhera

OF SEAS AND OCEANS: A young
visitor amid bottled exhibits at the
Central Marine Fisheries Research
Institute. Right, a scientist

explains the exhibits to a group of

children at the museum
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Kochi: Thecity issaid tobe the
fisheries hub of India and hen-
ce it is apt that it should house
the national marine museum.
At the entrance, you feel as if
entering the biology lab of an
institution, but as you move
from one exhibit to the next, it
would turn into a fascinating
tour of themysterious world of
oceans and seas.
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Bottled in glass jars, the
specimens that adorn the shel-
ves of the marine biodiversity
museumsituated on the6thflo-
orof the Central Marine Fishe-
ries Research Institute have be-
en properly labelled with all
scientific details. The collec-
tion of specimens started way
back in the 60s and has grown
with new entries over the ye-
ars.
The latest entrant is a sea
hare, which was caught and
brought from Tamil Nadu wa-
ters. “Theseahare isnotedible
buthassuddenly evokedalotof
interest as it is said to have a
compound that could cure can-

cer. It will beexploited and hen-
ce we have immediately got a
few species for preservation,”
said K K Joshi, head, depart-
ment of marine biodiversity.

Around 2,486 specimens in-
cluding algae, corals, sponges,
different kind of fishes, mari-
ne mammals, etc. have been
frozen using preservatives in
glass jars. Around 125 species
of corals that could only be se-
en in the Lakshadweep or An-
daman Islandscan be found he-
re. Some of the corals were on-
ce used building houses on the
islandsbutnow coralminingis
banned. The oyster section is
fascinating. One of the largest
pearl oyster found in the count-
ry isalso housed here.

The biggest attractions in
the gallery that houses large
fishes include dolphins,
sharks, rays and eels. The jars
have frozen specimen of mari-
neorganismslarger than man.
“Many of the species have be-
enbroughtby fishermen. They
bringittoourofficesacrossthe
country”

This museum is not just a
visitors’ museum. It is the
most-sought after by academi-
cians and students alike. “If a
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new species is caught, itiskept
in safe custody here. This is a
place where the authentica-
tion of a marine species hap-
pens,” hesaid.

Youwillgettoseealotofen-
dangered speciestoo. “Wehave
now started making a marine
herbarium of sea weeds. It is
difficult to make a herbarium
from amarine plant because of
its salt content,” Joshi said.

The value of this museum
is realized when foreign scho-
lars want to confirm the pre-
sence of any marine orga-
nism, which is native to the co-
untry’s waters. Then they con-
tact the officials here and it is
from this repository that the
scientific confirmation is gi-
ven.




