
Mar. Fish. Infor. Serv., T & E Ser., No. 233, 201722

Marine mammal strandings along the Indian coast mapped
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The stranding locations of marine mammals
namely blue whale (Balaenoptera musculus),
Bryde’s whale (Balaenoptera edeni), fin whale
(Balaenoptera physalus), humpback whale
(Megaptera novaeangliae) and minke whale
(Balaenoptera acutorostrata) along the Indian coast
were mapped (Fig. 1) using passive method. The
data was collected for the period 1874 to 2016. It

was seen that the western coast is more prone to
marine mammal strandings. But all the five species
studied were found to be stranded along both
eastern and western coast. This possibly indicates
better reporting of marine mammal strandings from
the west coast than the east coast. Among the
strandings, 68% of the stranding occurred after 2000
and 32% occurred during the period 1874-2000.

Fig. 1. Locations of marine mammal strandings along the Indian coast

increase in single day trawling effort. A general
observation is that mechanised vessels are now

operating as a team with one vessel employed for
scouting  fishes.


