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microfinance institutions (MFI) and self help groups (SHG) play 

The present study was undertaken in Andhra Pradesh t a pivotal role in reducing the coastal indebtedness among marine 

identify and document the existing ICT based extensio fisherfolk. The study assesses the extent of indebtedness among 

interventions in fisheries and aquaculture development in the state marine fisherfolk in lndia and the role of microfinance institutions 
in redeeming the debt. The study was undertaken in the entire 

Northwest, Southeast and Southwest zones comprising a total of 
8 maritime states. Situational analysis was done through 
Participatory Learning and Action (PLA) in the selected potential 
maritime locations and the fisherfolk from the various strata such 
as mechanized, motorized and traditional sectors were drawn as 
representative samples. Data were gathered through personal 

dissemination of information on identification of fishing gro interview with a pre-tested and standardized data collecting 

and ocean weather information to the fishers. Effe protocol from members of 12 selected MFls in each state and non- 

dissemination of both these advisory services t o  the fishers i s  m members in marine fisheries sector comprising of 600 respondents 

possible by the active involvement of facilitating institutions s from each state to assess their impact on indebtedness level, 

as NGOs and universities. It i s  inferred that the ICT ba supply of credit and empowerment. The results of the study 
extension interventions to be effective in the long run, they shou revealed Odisha as the state with highest level of indebtedness 
be need based and financially well supported. (89%) and Maharashtra with the least level of indebtedness (78%). 

The study also showed that the level of indebtedness of members 
Keywords: Extension interventions, ICT, fisheries, aquacultu of MFls was less compared to the non-members. Though the 
Andhra Pradesh indebtedness was more in certain cases, the level of repayment 






