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CMFRI trains fishers in open sea cage farming

DC CORRESPONDENT
KOCHI, JAN. 29
The Central Marine

Fisheries Research
Institute (CMFRI) has
kick-started a major proj-
ect for boosting the open
sea cage farming in
Indian waters, setting the
stage for a Blue
Revolution.

Training will be given
to 5000 fishers across the
country with the finan-
cial support of nearly Rs
1 crore from the National
Fisheries Development
Board (NFDB) under the
ministry of agriculture.

The initiative is being
taken up to bolster the
mariculture activities in
the country in the wake
of stagnation in the cap-
ture fishery.

The CMFRI has started
the first phase to train
fishers in all the mar-

CMFRI

® THE INITIATIVE is being taken up to bolster
the mariculture activities in the country in the
wake of stagnation in the capture fishery. The
CMFRI has started the first phase to train fish-
ers in all the maritime states on open sea cage
farming. A three-day training programme
began at the CMFRI in Kochi on Monday.

® CMFRI director Dr A. Gopalakrishnan says the
cage fish farming technology has proved 70
times more productive than the normal meth-

ods of farming in ponds.

itime states on open sea
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A three-day training
programme began at the
in Kochi on
Monday.

As many as 50 fishers
from Ernakulam and
Thrissur districts regis-
tered with the Kerala
Fishermen's Welfare

Fund Board are attend-
ing the training. As part
of the project, CMFRI
will provide training to
1000 fishers in Kerala.

CMFRI director Dr A.
Gopalakrishnan said the
cage fish farming tech-
nology has proved 70
times more productive
than the normal methods

of farming in ponds.

"Conventional pond cul-
ture of marine fishes pro-
duce an average 0.5
kg/m3 (5000 kg/ha)
whereas cage farming
offers a production of 35
kg/m3", he said.

Referring to the scarci-
ty of the fish seed
required for boosting
cage fish farming, he said
CMFRI has already com-
menced works to estab-
lish a brood bank of high-
value marine fishes suit-
able to the cage farming
with the financial sup-
port of Rs 9 crore from
the NFDB.

Dr Imelda Joseph, the
head of mariculture divi-
sion, said species such as
cobia, seabass, groupers,
snappers, mullet, lobster
and pearl spot are highly
suitable for cage farming
in saline waters.



