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‘Insurance cover
for fisherfolk poor’

Times NEws NETWORK

Kochi: A study by the Cen-
tralMarine Fisheries Rese-
arch Institute (CMFRI) on
the insurance coverage of
fisherfolk has found that
_thecoverageinthesector is
poor compared to other
sub-sectors of agriculture.
The only coverage in
the fisheries sector is for
accidentrisk of fisherfolk.
According to the study;
the sector has received litt-
le attention both at the
Centre or state levels ex-
cept for the presence of a
few public insurance com-
panies and cooperative bo-
dies at the local level with
limited scale of activity.
Apartfromtheaccident
risk insurance coverage,

insurance for loss and da-
mage to fishing vessels, da-
mage to land and houses of
fishermen are covered on-
ly at a limited scale across
the country, including Ke-
rala.

The study was conduc-
ted in 14 fishing centres in
Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Andh-
ra Pradesh, Gujarat and
Odisha and among the fish
farmers in Kerala and Ta-
mil Nadu, said CMFRI sci-
entist Dr Shinoj Parappu-
rath.

The study further sta-
tes that no insurance poli-
cy is available for risks
such as large-scale decline
in stock of fish species, da-
mage of sea cages, loss of
fish crops and damage to
farm structures.




