Business1ine 31 ayqust 2017

CMFRI aims to boost fish
output in Lakshadweep

VSAJEEVKUMAR

Kochi, August31*

Aimed at improving the fisher-
iesin Lakshadweep, the Central
Marine Fisheries Research In-
stitute (CMFRI) has taken ef
forts to develop a fishery man-
agement plan for the
sustainable harvest of fish
stock.

According to A Gopalakrish-
nan, CMERI Director, the insti-
tute intends to develop the fish-
ery management plan as the
region is in urgent need for a
well-accepted global market
network.

The main objectives of the
project are: to assess the stock
of exploited marine fishery re-
sources; to analyse the eco-
nomic performance of fishing
methods and market dynam-
ics;and assessing the socio-eco-
nomic status of fishers in the
region.

Fishing is the main occupa-

tion of Lakshadweep, which
has a coastling of 132 km.

Around 13 per cent of the popu-
lation are active, full-time fish-
ermen. The success of the fish-
ery depends on tuna pole and
line fishing- they are one of the
most environmental-friendly
and socially desirable ways of
catching tuna. Collection of
bait fishes is the prime com-
ponent of the pole and line
tuna fishery, said K Mo-
hammed Koya, Principal In-
vestigator of the project.

He pointed out that the mar-
ine fisheries sector in Lakshad-
weep has undergone tremend-
ous changesintherecentyears,
and the emphasis has now shif-
ted to increasing production.

However, the task of sustain-
ing coastal fisheries is assum-
ing a challenging proposition,
with increasing demand on
fish for nutritional security,
scarcity of bait, as well as ex-
trinsic pressureson fishing due
to climate change, pollution,
environmental degradation
and irrational fishing, he said.



