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ABSTRACT

Previous reccrd of Xenobalanus globicipitis in Indian Ocean is from the
South African coast (Natal and Saldhana Bay). A specimen of X. globicipitis,
22.5 mm in length,; was found attached to the fluke of & finless black porpoise
(Neomeris phocamqﬁdes) canght off Karwar by R, V. Varuna, and this finding
extends considerably the known range of distribution of this species,

The balanid, Xenobalanus globicipitis (Steenstrup), attached to the fins
and flukes of porpo&#s, ‘dofphins and whales has been reported from different
localities of North | Aflantic . (Faroe Islands between Madeira and England,
Madeira,  Azores and New England), Antartic (South Shetland Islands), Pacific
{Vancouver Islands, BC.) Western Indian Ocean (Natal and Saldhana Bay,
South Africa) (Nilson-Cantell 1930) and Australian Scas (Great Bacrier Reef)
(Pope 1958).

The hosts of qhis species so far recorded are Globzcepha:‘a melaena, .
intermedius, Balgenoptera borealis, B. physalus, B. musculus, Tursiops catg-
laniae, Delphius delplpius, Pseudorca crassidens, Grampus griseus {Nilson-Can-
tell 1930), Phocoena phococna and Feresa attenuata (Stubbmgs 1965),

A finless bla,ck porpoise (Neomeris phocoenoides) caught by R, V.
Varuna on one of its; experimental cruises on 12th February 1965 off Karwar
harboured a specimen of X. globicipitis on its fluke. Occurrence of this balanid
in the present locality extends its distribution to the Indian seas and confirms
Nilson-Cantell’s view that this species is ‘probably cosmopolitan‘._ _

*  Present address: Cetfltral'l\lnri'ne _Fisheries Research Substation, Tuticorin-1.'



580 NOTES; .

The préscat. specimen Fig. 1) m‘easure& 22,5 mm: mtlength and. the, dia~

meter of-the. starsshaped shell. is. 5.0 -mm- Largest . spacimens in record. are that of
Darwin (1854) measuring a length. of 2,inches and star diameter of 4 inch and,

; F6. 1.. Jreuaba!anm globicipitis, 1, oumplete ammal " Il reﬂexed licod. IH, ‘star-shaped
shelt. C; cirri, CAWL L; - carino-lateral, €O: corium, OM: outor mem-
brane, P paeudopediincle. ' A
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that of Calman (1920) measuring a 1ength of 75 mm and star diameter of
16 mm.

descrlpnon is given by Darwin (1854) and sup-
och...(1924),. Nilsan-Gantall, (1821,: 193Q) , Cora-
wall (1927, ;1 _91_.',8} -and: Stubbings {A%S)(,‘Only {wo. salient fea-
tures__ the cxtemallmarpbdegy of the present specunen are described here.
' The 6-rayad -.l' tsr-daaped dhell- (Fig:' 1;IIT) is imbedded up to its tbp in
: ke Oat o che ‘shell Spﬁ'hgs the pedmicteshaped' cylindrical
ﬁorms the main part of the animai (th 1, I}. The body
shetl & '_wacqulrcs its’ “ull diameter near:the reflexed hood
pdir of rounlled, hollow: bui not perforated
hor Belaw, the horns. coul ' be seen. the ,cirri, the
- thirees : being shorter.than ,-the’ posterior.- three.. -pairs
'(Wﬂﬁﬁ" 1854} This| body‘ ﬂ‘l‘fﬂﬁb is smooth and formed: of acthin; transparent’
-_membrane, bnt from the: cofour of° the underlying corium, the whole animal ap-
“cd haod bcmg ot a slxghtly lighter colour.

'specinren iy dqwsm:d in the" Raferenoa Colleetioh Museum of: the
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