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Marine fish landingt Kerala
slips to fourth spot

Indla’s marine
fish catch
registered a
slight increase of
6.6 per cent
during 2016
compared to the
previous year.

Even as mackerel
reorded a sharp
declne in the
state, it stood
first across the
country aftera
13-year gap. The
averall
production was
2.5 lakh tonnes,
ahead of sardine
(2.44 lakh
tonnes),
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DESPITE an elght per cent In-
crease infish landing, Kerala was
pushedt to the fourth position for
the flrst tinw In the annual esti-
mates on fish landing prepared
by the Kochl-based Central Ma-
rine Fisheries Institute (CMFRI)
India’s marine fish catch regis-
tered a slight increase of 6.6 per
cent during 2016 compared to the
previous year, While Gujarat re-
tained the first position, Kerala
slipped a spot from the previous
estimate. Karnataka and TN are
second and third respectivelu

According to CMERI estimates,
the total marine fish landings in
2016 1s 3.69 million tonnes, West
Bengal, Karnataka, Gujarat. Ker-
ala, Maharashtra and Daman and
Diu witnessed a hike while other
srates reglstered a fall In varying
degrees

Even as mackerel recorded a
sharp decline in the state, it stood
first seross the country aftera 13-
year gap The overall production
was 2.5 lakh tonnes, abead of sar-
dine {2.44 lakh tonnes), Though
there is a slight increase in the
overall landing, the catch of sar-
ding continues to show a declin-
ing trend since 2013

A huge difference of 32.8 per
cent was recorded in the landing
of sardine, the most popular fish.
Atamere 0L45 lakh tonnes in 2016,
it is the lowest catch of sardine
over the past two decades. It is
also the first time the catch of
sardine 1s slipping down to the
third spot beh ind seads and mack-
erel. In2012, the catch of sardine
in Kerala was 3.9 lakh tonnes,
with Its avallability decreasing
each year

Indicating the crisis in the fish-
eries sector of the state, the catch
of mackerel also dropped by 33
yer cent compared to 2015, Mack-
erel recorded 0,47 lakh tonnes
thistime, The scads (Decagterus),
belonging to the carangids cate-
gory. was placed first, registering
acatch of 0.51 lakh tonnes.

A significant change noticed in
2016 was the landing pattern of
bulls-eve (Priacanthus spp). From
amere 4,601 tonnes in 2015, the
cateh rose to 1.3 lakh tonnes. 1t
was also found that chub mack-
erel (Pulll Aylla), a new specles
Identified last year, waslimited to
the Kerala coast.



