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Anti-obesity product
made from seaweeds
to hit the market soon
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THIRUVANANTHAPURAM: The Cen-
tral Marine Research Institute
(CMFRI) in Kochi is planningto
start commercial production of
itsrecently developed nutraceu-
tical product almed at reducing
bad cholesterol and obesity.
The premier marineresearch
body said it developed the prod-
uctfrom selected seaweeds after
yvears of intense research. After
clinical test, it was found to be
effectivein combating abnormal
amountoflipidsin the blood like
bad cholesteroland triglveerides.
CMFRI entered into a commer-
cial productionagreementwitha
private companyon Wednesday.
Called CadalminTM Ace, the
bioactive principles in the drug
inhibit enzymes like hydroxy-
methyvl glutarvland many target
receptors that are primarily
responsible for causing obesity
anddyslipidemia(high amountof
blood fats suchas cholesteroland

triglveeridesin the blood).

“Pre-clinical trials show the
product has no side effects even
after patients have had tablets
over a long time. It is prepared
fromseaweeds that are Knownfor
their extraordinary medicinal
properties and are available in
coastal waters™, said CMFRI
director Dr A Gopalakrishnan.
CMFRIisplanningtotapmarine
weeds todevelopmore products.

“Seaweeds are one of the pre-
dominant oceanicfloraand these
marineherbsareconsideredasa
prolific source of bioactive com-
pounds as they are able to pro-
ducea greatvariety of secondary
metabolites characterized by a
broad spectrum ofextraordinary
medicinal properties,” said Dr
Kajal Chakraborty, senior scien-
tistat CMFRI.

The CMFRI and Indian Coun-
cilof Agricultural Research are
alsointhe processofstandardis-
ing and promoting seaweed farm-
ing as a livelihood option for
coastal communities.



