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294 NOTES 

terior and posterior sides of the vent. From the 12th to the 24th myosepta 
the melanophores are placed one each along the ventro-median line and a single 
one in the larval caudal fin. No distinct pigments are seen on the head region 
at this stage. 

A few differences are noticeable in the morphometric measurements pf 
the present material from that given by Peter (1967). According to him, the 
head length of the larva measuring 2.7 mm in total length is 1.4 mm, whereas 
in our specimen of 2.98 mm (T.L.) the head length is 0.78 mm. 

Gnanamuttu and Girijavallabhan (MS) have observed February to May 
as the peak spawning season for R. kanagurta and R. faughni along the 
Madras coast. Incidentally, the occurrence of oozing males and females of 
mackerel during this period in the commercial catches is of added interest. 

We are thankful to Dr. E. G. Silas for confirming our identification of the 
larva. 
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