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Cage culture of pearl spot proves a hit

Times News NETWORK

Kochi: The tribal communi-
ty of Thandassery colony in
Maradu is ecstatic as they
got a bumper harvest of po
arispot (karimeen) in the ca-
ge culture project of the Cen-
tral Marine Fisheries Rese-
arch Institute (CMFRI). The
cage culture of pearl spot
wasstarted eightmonthsago
under the tribal sub-plan
(TSP) of the Union govern-
ment.

During the harvest, the
farmers got pearl spot with
an average weight of 200-300
gm from two cages mado of
GI pipes with 4m width and
length. Almost 750 finger-
lings were stocked in two ca-
ges with a density of 20 num-
bers per square metre. Pearl
Plus, the feed developed by
CMPFRI for pearl spot far-

Harvest of pearl spotin cage culture atThandassery in Maradu

ming was used in the cage
culture that was carried out
by the institute with the par-
ticipation of five families in
the tribal community in
Thandassery.

The CMFRI team under
the leadership of prinecipal

scientist Dr Boby Ignatius
trained the tribes people in
farmingactivities and empo-
wered them to become entre-
preneurs in cage culture, a
less expensive farming met-
hod.,

CMFRI officials said the

institute utilized the TSP to
make the tribes self-reliant
by empowering them to use
cage farming venture, “The
CMFRI has already develo-
ped economically viable ca-
ge farming models. We belie-
ve that the farming model is
feasible among the tribal
community to uplift their li-
ving standard,” he said.

He said more people in-
cluding women from Mara-
du municipality have appro-
ached them expressing their
willingness to participate in
the enterprise in future.
“CMFRI has been carrying
out the novel farming model
among the tribes in all the
maritime states in the count-
ry under the TSP" Gopalak-
rishnansaid, addingthat the
institute would popularize
the technology by conduc-

ting training programmes,



