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Preface

Caricatures represent some of the earliest examples of human art. Prehistoric figures; painted on cave
walls, carved out of wood or bone and fashioned out of clay; convey the hopes and fears of primitive
peoples to the modern world. Contemporary caricatures encapsulate living human history, offering; in
a panel or two; opinions, lessons, and sometimes judgements on events that shape the present and
future world. They are often very personal, with their creators viewing the world through a lens shaped
by their personal experiences. This compilation of 68 caricatures shows us the world through the eyes
of a fisheries biologist, a rather unique perspective.

Dr. A. A. Jayaprakash joined the Central Marine Fisheries Research Institute (CMFRI) in 1969, spending
the next 4 decades in researching demersal and pelagic fisheries, before retiring as a Principal Scientist
in 2007. In addition to his duties as a scientist, he was, at different times, in charge of the CMFRI
Museum, field laboratory at Fisheries Harbour, Kochi and Library at CMFRI; editor of the Annual Report
of the Institute on three occasions and editor of the Journal of the Marine Biological association for 8
years and also worked in Technical Cell and FORY Sagar Sampada Management Cell. In between these
various responsibilities, he also found time to create the caricatures which feature on the following
pages.

Featuring mostly fish as protagonists, these caricatures capture the artist’s thoughts on a wide array of
topics ranging from climate change to space exploration to natural disasters and rampant consumerism.
They offer a glimpse into the world of a fisheries scientist and also the world as glimpsed by a fisheries
scientist. In seeing bits of ourselves in these images and laughing over them, | hope readers will also
recognise the immense pressure we place on the planet and its resources.

Kochi A. Gopalakrishnan
23-11-16 Director
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WATER ON MOON

HURRY LP ]
GET STEALTHLY INTO

THAT ‘N’ LAND ON
THE MOON, BREED
AND ESTABLISH AS
A POPULATION

Oh! THEN
THESE HUMANS
NEXT VENTURE

WOULD BE. A
FISHING TRIP
TO FISHOUT ‘N
EXTERMINATE.
LIS ! LIKE HERE

OR APPOINT A
FEW COWMISIONS
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VISION -DREAM WORLD - 2050

WHAT A VIEW UP FROM THE SkVY.
WATER WATER EVERY WHERE, NOT

A TRACE OF HUMANS. NY DREAM

OR VISION OF AN 100y AQUATIC
WORLD 1S MATERIALISING BELOW -

THE SEA IS ENGULFING MOST LAND
MASSES AND ETRUCTURES IN OUR FAVOUR:

[ we SHOULD THANK THE HUMANS
FOR EFFECTING CLIMATE CHANGE .

THEY ARE STILL ENGASLED N
NoN-SENSE D(sUsSionNs DISAGREEMENT

N AND (NACTIONS OF ALL SORTS.

FLATS A8 ARTIFICIAL REEFS
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NOT IN THE LIST |

HART - - - |
EARTH messi

y

THATS GooD DEA To AvOID HUMANS.

OTHER WISE HE WOULD MMEDIATELY
START SHOPPING MALLS  TRADE
CENTRES AN’ INTRODUCE IS UDSUAL
GIMMICKS OKBOARD, AND FINALLY

| 17 13 ALL DELUGE HERE, ON EARTH, SINK YouR sHiP oR SELL UALL TO
WITH THE RISING SEA LEVEL,- A DEVONIAN SOME BIO PIRATES FoR A PROFIT-
ATMOSPHERE . WE ARE PLANN(NG 4 MUCH
MORE BIGGER NOAHs ARC.REPRESENTATIVES | g7
OF ALL PLANTs AND ANIMALS WwiILL BE TAKEN
ONBOARD. BUT WE ARE AYOIDING HUMANS.
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THE STINKING PLANET

OUR SPACE SHIP FROM
THE MOON (8 MOVING PAST
PLANET EARTH. THANK GOD...
OUR ANCESTO6RS LEFT THIS

Lo
|

PLANET AND SETTLED IN THE MOON.

NOW THE PLANET EARTH
CAN BE COMPARED TO A
BURST OVERFLOWING AND

FILTHY SEPTIC TANK. No
DECENT LWWING BEING Can
INHABIT THERE, THANK3 To
THESE HUMANE !
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HONEY - MOON ECLIPSE / THREAT TO SPAWNING

BEWARE! ALL ANADROMOUS & CATADROMOUS
HONEY=-MOONS WILL COME TO AN END S00N. OUR
PLANET, LIKE TITANIC, 13 DROWNING UNDER THE
‘CEA. FRESN WATER ECOSYSTEMS WILL VANISH.
ADJUST T0 MARWE LIFE, HAVE HONEY-MooW
l THERE ITSELF OR ELSE PERISH. NO OPTION -

ECONOMI |
FP&WHIHE E o, =1
R®
P \ !' ] D
/]
‘ﬁu rfr r'-=' L:ub‘}'@
.1'

| AM MARIVE % KEEP A
FRESH WATER TANK FOR

N

N

THONEY-MOONS?2
NO. 0T ANY MORE
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DYNAMITE FISHING

AMITE —~,,
/FJ!}S_H!Nﬁ

~

IT IS DYNAMITE FISHING. /

THESE HUMANS SHow NO THESE HUMANS CLAIM
CONCERN FOR OTHER FELLOW THAT THEY ARE
CREATURES AND TERRORISE INTELLIGENT BEINGS,
RUN, RUN FOR COVER . THE. ECOSYSTEM. GREED BUT DIG THEIR OWN

GRAVE, ) Fo
[T IS AN EXPLOSION| |OVERTAKES NEED. Hgoo-- MDTHERMNMEEEE.!
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THE HIMALAYAN HOAX ¢
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T THE 1CE COVER IN ARTARTICA 1S VANISHINGE |

THE GLAGIERS I HYMALAYA ARE DISAPPEARINGL
IT 1S OUR SURVIVAL HERE. SO WE HAVE BUILT
HUNDREDS aofF DEEP FREEZERS ALL OVER
ANTARTICA. WE CARRY QUT ALL LIFE ACTMITIES

IN SIDE THESE FREEZERQI EXCEPT FEEDING.

| =

& "Bf t

,'l‘

REEE

oA

| ]
=

THE GLACIERS IN
HIMALAYAS WOULD
DISAPPEAR Br 2035.AD—
IT WAS REPORTED.
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SHOPPING / SCRATCHING FESTIVAL !

| WAS GOING oN SCRATCHNG ALL THE ONLY REMEDY (S To KEEP
THE COUPoNS ([ GOT ,DURING THE DEPTH OF YOUR PURSE
. AND BUY ONLY WHAT You

SHOPPING. [T WAS ALL "BETTER LUCK
NEXT TIME:. NoOW | AM UNRGLE To REALLY NEED. HEE HEEEE
Do ANYTHING WITH MY FINGERS
Al ‘ IT 16 SCRATCHING  PESTIVAL

AND HANDS EEEYOO cvn-- 00
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IF YOU DONT HAVE BREAD, EAT CAKE

If you dont have
bread, eat cake

They could not identify the
polluting agency. However. they
discovered finally that it is the pipe
line that dumps the hazardous
chemicals in to the environment.

water....water...

As a measure to revive the
ecosystem they are providing
you MINERAL SEA WATER for
drinking:

Mineral
Sea water

Only few of us are left here. All others are
dead and gone. We are unable to leave this
ecosystem, our ancestral home.

Water water ever‘ywher‘e

Mot a drop to drink.
If you don't have water

drink MINERAL SEA WATER
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BETTER - U GET MAD !

YOl ASK CREDIT
| GIVE
YOU NO RETURN
| GET MAD
Y0U ASK CREDIT
| DONT GIVE
You GET MAD

BETTER YOU GET-MAD

Y

Glimpses of Indian Fisheries - A caricature




CMFRI Special Publication No. 126

TSUNAMI - 100s OF CORPSE IN THE SEA

[S5% TSUNAMI CAFE |

MENU - FrRY

HUMANS

DoLPHINS

OTTERS

Rock- coDS

GIANT CLAMS

ANACONDA CHIPS

SEALS

SER COWS
BIRYANI , SOUPS,

r HUuMAN Soub

TSUNAM! SPECIALS

DO YOU KNOW THAT
| AM 4 MAN-EATER?
| ORDERED TwWO STEAMED
HUMBN THIGHS FoR MY
BREAKFAST. BUT HE
GAVE ME A COLD $'HouLDER
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FAST UNTO DEATH

ouR LEADER 1S ON FAST UNTO DEATH
oR A CAUSE, WE WERE TOLD .

+Fu=_ SHOULD BE SAVED. HE CANNOT

REMAIN ALIVE FOR MORE THAN TEN

DAYS. WIS DEATH WOULD BE A 055!

NOTHING To WORRY. HE (9 FROM THE
ARCTIC REGION. HE, IS VERY CUNNY AND
HAS SELECTED THE WINTER SEASON FOR F,IqE “,;LL[;T';?FR -
FASTING! HE CAN NyBERWATE awp CAN '
REMAIN ALIVE WITHOUT FOOD AND WATER D))
FOR NEARLY POUR MONTHS - AFTER THAT
HE WOULD wiN THE  CAUSE, GET up, SING e
Al 30NG AND MOVE oUT CooLy.CHEATING US|
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AFRICAN WEED MENACE IN BACK WATER
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DISTRAUGHT NEITHER CAN WE NA\HGATE.]

i f

AND IN A TiZZYy NOR DO FISHING

=1

%T THESE AFRICAN WEEDS

% |are. GOD-SENT. THEY

MfiY BE THERE FORA
ol MONTH OR SO. BLT

| “THEY SAVE US FROM
FISHING PRESSURE
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GUESS / GUEST WHO IS COMING TO BACK WATERS ¢

54& oLl Sasndine Mwﬁ _peaé aburnclam ee
I stock Sorreteornes culer bockidalon o
RQuibon, Coclvin ana flasw - e 2raie
appkaleence of Fais FrSR —Fices-eves faemmmd
indehesting. . Sfes Vi pepulation <wsh —in
194546 Mm 1993 P4 [ StoeK Srecusetolef,
Eerzim'm msesls Caflet Creaatis +ou

.-*3 "7 9«-&:&’?3 (;}?ma’@ndaemey%“ priome

mmﬁm {3 S The ,&Mc:fak}?zs
eieadas z"mm 2-6 grﬁafz Lfe cyele.. Cienctrs
Mmufdbeaﬁemr .ﬂﬂézﬁéifzﬁwfﬁa?ﬂé

wawmfzfe "ﬁ‘@ﬁﬂg‘ﬁmd

gl Fu B o

NeTire provicdes a %’f:%é Eact

2 o sy Wiz bictohe . Lstat fults
2 lee —Firs %7&# B 0/l Sbetine :.'EH o
o PRNE Nuke’ o g WHle wumbes SLot-2
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OOH CHICKEN, WE ENSURE YOUR FOOD SECURITY NOT OF OUR POSTERITY

1AM THE ANCIENT MARINER,HERO IN i
THE EPONYMOUS POEM BY S.T.COLERIDGE. bt
| KILLED AN ALBATROS - A LARGE WINGED

THEY GO WITHOUT
BIRD. THE :grzmss WAS HUNG ROUND Ay, Rk
=

PUNISHMENT / /Z siaye | <Py PAFTER KILLING
-. D) THOUSANDS OF ToNNES
A/ 0F YONG FISHES FoR
H  MAKING CHICKEN FEED &
MANURE = MINTING
MONE Y.

FISHERY RESOURCES
WouLD DEPLETE.

THE MODERN MARINERS

THE POSTERITY
WOULD BE LEFT WITH
NO FOoOD. THEY CAN
EAT THE MONEY
INHERITED 2

NEVER HAYE S0 MANY

BEEN 30 MUCH AT THg
MERCY oF So FEW

./”"/”’"
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SUSTENANCE FISHING NEAR SHORE
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HILSA FISHING UPSTREAM AND
DOWNSTREAM - NORTH EAST COAST
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SKEWED SEX RATIO, STOP SELECTIVE FISHING
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DEPLETION OF CATFISH STOCK
FISHERS AND OTHERS WORRIED

The fishers are worried about the depletion in stock of
catfishes. They accuse that the male catfishes are not
accommodating the eggs to the full capacity in their
mouth for brooding. So much goes wastage

We males blame YOU females who lay
more egds than we could incubate.

You don't blame each other.

Itis sheer greed, what else. The indiscriminate
fishing and killing of the brooding males with the
eggs have led to this predicament............. Never have
so many been so much at the mercy of so few
greedy literates

Glimpses of Indian Fisheries - A caricature
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COCHIN - ON HIGH RISE - FISHING/EXPORT

..I.] .[!’j,.
= LTINS
Lo
mE®aE
STECT
.Ti'i i = i {-h i
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CMFRI SCUBA DIVERS - ON SOLVING CHALLENGES

0 .
b T
o
L=
o]
0 0 & ()
o Ube— ‘
Smile pleas
-
LY
1 ~ Q% .
ﬂi"':*:u
= [/
*c'_:_ F i J_’f =]
sl '-’.
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CRISIS MANAGEMENT

When the spoon is larger than Ho.. hoo.
life size you feed others ..... 'nd they will feed you Making g heaven
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PONDER, WHAT ELSE MOTHER NATURE HASN'T GIVEN US

Mother nature has been very liberal in giving
colours to all living beings, except the humans.
She has given, only to, him the descretion to wear
colours of his own choice

Glimpses of Indian Fisheries - A caricature




UNDAUNTED.
COASTAL POLLUTION THREAT TO BIODIVERSITY
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If you dont have
bread, eat cake

Only few of us are left here. All others are
dead and gone. We are unable to leave this
ecosystem, our ancestral home.

Sea water

drinking:

They could not identify the
polluting agency. However, they
discovered finally that it is the pipe
line that dwmps the hazardous
chemicals in to the enviromment.

As a measure to revive the
ecosystem they are providing
you MINERAL SEA WATER for

Water water everywhere
Mot a drop to drink.

If you don't have water
drink MINERAL SEA WATER
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R
el L
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THIRTY YEARS AFTER THE LANDMARK MONTREAL TREATY

———

ﬁey... Roasting our planet alive!}
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OVER FISHING - NEED FOR INTROSPECTION

Real and the virtual

The image in the mirror
and that what you created
out side, is it the same

.‘!! el

A = . !l!’

Your image in the mirror
and that what you created
out side will be different

A
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TAGGING - COMMERCIAL MARINE FINFISHES AND SHELL FISHES

CMFRI Special Publication No. 126

See, he is very proud!
But remember that there 1s a
reward for catching you
dead or alive.
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ADOPT MESH SIZE REGULATION - CONSERVE RESOURCES

The combined length of gears of this fishing
fleet can stretch from one end of this State to
the other end ..... and even beyond..........

It should be appreciated that they are working hard
for 366 days without any rest, to increase and sustain
production.

Oh! what may befall ............. any body's guess.......

7

4'

"gunny-bag"meshed net!
Hip hurray...Hip hurray |
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GHOST OF GOLDEN GOOSE ON PROWL
MANURE FISHING, CHICKEN FEED FISHING LEAVING LITTLE TO POSTERITY
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UNLIKE IN OTHER SEAS WE ARE SAFE
AND NOT HUNTED IN INDIAN SEAS
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THE WRASSES CLEAN ECTOPARASITES ON OTHER FISHES

Here is a break-thro'. Pick-up each parasite with THE DOCTOR-FISH

this forceps and hammer it to die. Cent % success Dr. T rasse -Pmmfmfﬂgiﬁ
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THE GM FRANKENSTEIN AFTER ITS CREATOR

HATCHERY LAB

OF MIXING A TIGER'S GENE IN A FISH
CGG 0 HATCHOUT THIS FREAK GROUPER
Fi8H, NOwW IT 15 GoING TO DEVOUR yoU

N\

GENETICS X I J; TOLD YoU NOT To Do THIS EXPERIMENT. |

YOu IMBECILE

| HE CouLD HAVE
USED A |
BAcTERIAL GENE
AS DoNE |N
GM MUSTARD

)

¥

FI3H TANK,

—_—— 1

Jr
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ON BEING A RESPONSIBLE FISHER MENDING GEAR TO
AVOID JUVENILES, YOUNG FISHES AND SOAWNERS
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CODE OF CONDUCT FOR ALIENS.
LEAVE US ALONE HERE
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HUNTED TO EXTINCTION. INDESCRIMINATE
FISHING - TODAY ME TOMORROW YOU

Museum Gallery

\ ) ! Dugong |\

These are some of our endangered cousins. We
are being fished-out indescriminately, that one
AV en it will not be a surprise, ........covuneene
| will also HANG there.....and perhaps you too

Glimpses of Indian Fisheries - A caricature
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POLE AND LINE FISHING - SKIPJACK TUNA IN LAKSHADWEEP

/

R r"‘ll: -~ PR

o = " Ay
Iﬂmmn-m--ﬁ.%ﬁj.. e e o W I LERR e W s -
w

aoila ;-' )5 f'
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INITIAL FROWN
CLOWN FISHES HAND PICKED FOR BREEDING IN POSH CONFINEMENT
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MASS NESTING TURTLES - BHITAKANIKA GAHIRMATHA BEACH

Keep silence. These humans
Keep privacy in everything
but why do they dig at our
Valentine day |
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ONCE A POOR MAN'’S CHOICE NOW ON TO SILVER PLATTER
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FISHING INDUSTRY PROVIDES EMPLOYMENT TO MILLIONS
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FEMALES A HAPPY LOT. CMFRI Special Publication No. 126
MILES OF SEA SHORES CARRY THE EGGS NO WONDER
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CAUGHT UNAWARE - TSUNAMI 2004
LESSONS TO BE LEARNED
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GOOD PROSPECTS FOR OCEANIC TUNA FISHING

So far so good, folks.
The roadmap is ready.
You may all end up as Sashimi

Glimpses of Indian Fisheries - A caricature
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SWARMS OF PUFFER FISHES ‘N’ TRIGGER FISHES
A NIGHTMARE TO FISHERMEN. SO ALSO ARE THE
JELLY-FISHES, AND IN BACKWATERS THE AFRICAN WEED

Leave off yeungfishes,
wercase meosh size, or

PROWL MANGLE >“P» ,

FISHING GEARSﬁﬁ 4
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TAGGED PRAWNS RELEASED OFF COCHIN RECOVERED OFF TUTICORIN
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CMEFRI Special Publication No. 126 SURVEY MARINE LIVING RESOURCES, THE SERIES OF
DATA BASE FOR CONSERVATION, MANAGEMENT,
PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT

Nothing to he_ anic -i'ny cnﬂéﬁgues. .......
They are hanrﬁess compared to

Sl their counterparts in th . 102, 103....

] ter-parts in the Atlantic

ﬁj“%{ﬁi‘; 2 & Pacific. Itis only a 156...252..
% - o’ head count yar,

Don't go near.
Youmay end up as
a Bar-be-cue
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GOD - SENT \CONSERVETIONISTS

mangling fishing gear
p}:lfferqfis}?es hqveg .

protected us from
overexploitatio

Award given to pufferfishes
for conservation activities
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CAGE FISHING A SUCCESS STORY / THANKS TO CMFRI

o family life, no choice food...:"
azi concentration camp?

....like a

Look at those guys,
they are lucky and
appy. We are
destined to a life of
imprisonment untill
airlifted alive for a
higher price to a
foreign country.......
and,...... as Kabab or
Barbicue, in a platter,
would reach the dining
table of a star hotel.
What else you want
than these morsels

Glimpses of Indian Fisheries - A caricature




CMFRI Special Publication No. 126

GENUINE CLAIM - T9TH NOV. INTERNATIONAL MEN’S DAY

MEN'S DAY?

{(INTERNATIONAL)

|
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FLOUTING CRZ NORMS

see those human aggregating
devices, like the artificial reefs they
put in our environment. Why don't
yvou come out of these shells and
move to those reefs?

HLEOOOO0DE N0y
8" [= m|g[®[slm) [||u] = mp

Woe are a happy lot
to lead a hermit life in
this shell with year
round security,
privacy and plenty of
water around
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NATURE CREATED EVERYTHING WITH A PURPOSE

Mother Nature has created everything heautiful | [, | magic mirror, who is the
and wonderful i !

Spa-rE tiI'ﬂE tl] Elljl]}' it EEEEEEEEER hEEauSE
Nature wants to gIve ¥OU S0 IUCh seseees

CHT T
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PENGUINS SQUIRM AT THE SIGHT OF ALIENS
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CONSERVATION - MASS NESTING OF MARINE TURTLES

Sir, would you please reserve a bherth !

Nothing 0 worry. We ensure you the
in the heach for my next Valentine ?

best hatching and safe release of
your progenies. Come again for

the next valentine day.
[We do the baby sitting.
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NOT OLYMPIAD! INDIGENOUS THERMOCOLE
CRAFT RETURN SHORE AFTER FISHING

Rs.300 per frlp
Not bad. I can

make one more.
0

Ne Dear.

It is the ingenious thermocole crafts

at Alleppey coast - coming after
ﬁshing.PP A  Roakieil
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YOUNG FISHES JUVENILES CAUGHT FOR MANURE
AND CHICKEN FEED WORTH CRORES OF RUPEES. FOOD SECURITY THREAT

Hegemonistic impudence ? We are above | Ty
—In a most literate State, fishing han s GEN
—___ Gods' (dis)own country? or Law S R

-

L

Ly T S

our ynung—nne's have been |
caught. Call our saviour,

e W
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A SUCCESS STORY CLOWN BREEDING
UNDER CONTROLLED CONDITION

The magic of a couple - making clowns out of fish .ﬁ"

See, these are our children, grand .ﬂi’
children, great grand children and and .....
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CONSULTANCY
LOW COST TECHNOLOGY TO DISPERSE FORCEFUL CONFINEMENT

What cruel thing have you done to those crowd
that "GHERAOED" you. You hrute!!

See, I have not done antithing cruel to them. I
wanted to escape from the crowd, so I made all
the eighteen tricks, but failed. Then...then......

finally I made a SPEECH. That was all I did.
There was no trace of a single soul
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SOFT SKILLS FOR SURVIVAL

"SOFT SKILLS"

Crucial to success even at greater
depths of the ocean!

Don't go near, you may simply vanish ‘

Nothing to fear, the attitude

has changed
The bitterness of Nux vomica, can it be reduced
by immersing in milk ?
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CONSULTANCY ECTOPARASITE MENACE CULTURE

Here is a Kit to kill the ectoparasites.
Indigenous & Low cost technology.

Pick up each parasite by the forceps
and use the hammer to crush.

LEHS}', effective and cheap-
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GREEDY AND AVARICE. MAN HAS HUNTED
TO EXTNCTION MANY LIVING BEING

DODO's FATE Ay (1 am DODO, a flightless
Ly bird of the size of a Turky

and native of Mauritius. We
were happy here till the
European settlers came.
They started killing us for
the meat and also started

exportingit. They were
so greedy, finally we
became extinct by the end
k(:rf the 17th century.

Man, a prodigal, can never return to the folds of Mother Nature,
though he advocates for it, every where. He continues to be cruel
and unjust to all the living beings that many are pushed to
extinction. We know about DODO only through the photograph.
DODO,s soul would haunt mankind for ever, like the ALbatross on
the neck of the Ancient Mariner, for the sin he has been committing

T B0 Al oo B i s ik, |

=
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TOWARDS PLATINUM JUBILEE
VISION TO ENSURE NUTRITIONAL NEEDS OF MILLIONS

DIAMOND JUBILEE
1947-2007

These DIAMOND JUBEELIENS, with a
vision and mission, are poised for a

giant leap in marine fisheries sector Thanks to the R&D efforts of these jubeeliens we are
compatatively safe here and our fish production js
[ sustainable.See our cousins elsewhere, where they

are fished out to depletion by those who advice others
to adopt management measures
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UTILIZING EVERY INCH OF WATER TO PRODUCE MORE FISH

ARTIFICIAL REEF

xJ.‘LI

_-—/—-_' See those REEFS on land.But these are tHe ones made for you out of cheap 5
—— ___| materials like used tyres, concrete slabs, pipes; non-polluting and free for you all.
— We have plans to install them in the entire inshore seas

- ~| Plenty of food. protection, |
N company, security, but are
N afraid of your harvest
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SWIMMING TO THE PEAK OF MOUNT EVEREST

Global warming and rising sea level

Do you know that Tensing and Hillary trecked all their way to the top of
Mount Everest, after so much hardships? By the turn of the century your
future generation can simply swim to its top. And these humans can do itin
a canoe.

My dream is to scale
the Mount Everest
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1 ki
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LAKSHADWEEP - TURQUOISE SEA - LAGOON WATCH.
IN GLASS BOTTOM YACHT
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