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ABSTRACT

The sunfish, Mola mola (L), is recorded for the first time from Indian
waters. Various body measurements of the single specimen caught from Satpati,
Bombay, are given,

Sunfish Mola mole (L) has been recorded for the first time from the
Indian waters, The general distribution of the species is in the Atlantic and
Pacific, although a single record off Ceylon is reported earlier, The specific
identity of the fish has been established by the typical characters such as, orbi-
cular body, unproduced median rays of clavus, and band of reduced denticles,
which are smoother to touch at the base of clavus from dorsal to anal.

The fish was caught off Satpati on the 25th February 1973 in a gill net.
Satpati is situafed at a distance of about 96 km north of Bombay. The fish was
examined on the same day.

This is the first record of Mola mola (L) from the Indian waters. Der-
raniyagala (1944) recorded one specimen of M. mola (L) from Ceylon waters.
A few allied species of the family Molidae have been recorded by Kulkarni
(1953), Chacko and Mathew (1956), Chapgar (1963) and Pradhan {1964).

A brief description of the fish is given below:
D.16. A.13. P.11.

Total length ’ o 1240 mm
Height of the body .. 880 mm
Head length _ .o 350 mm
Eye diameter ' .. 55 mm
Length from the tip of the snout to the origin of dorsal fin .. 750 mm
Length from the tip of the snout to the origin of anal fin .. 870 mm
Length of dorsal fin .. 560 mm
Length of anal fin ' 540 mm

The fish was laterally compressed and orbicular in shape (Flg 1). The
fin folds of dorsal, anal and caudal were continuous. Both dorsal and anal fins
were more or less of the same size. Clavus was thick and fleshy in nature hence
counting of fin rays was not possible. Pelvic fins were absent. Denticles of body
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reduced and smoother to fouch in a band at the base of dorsal, clavus and anal.
Intestine was coiled. Colour greyish with more or less distinet silvery hue Back
and fins darker.

Fiue | Moty mofa (8 recorded from Satpati, Bombay,

Mola mola is cominon in Athantic, but rvecords show its stray occurrence
m Japan, Auvstralia, Hawail and Ceylon.
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