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US. expert for classflcatlon
of marine species

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

KOCHI: The eminent American
expert in marine biod-

iversity, Gustav Paulay, who .

is curator of Florida Museum
of . Natural History, Uni-
versity of Florida, US., has
warned of a recent trend of
ignoring the taxonomy of
species occurring in the mar-
ine ecosystem. He urged sci-
entists to give prime import-
ance. to studying the
classification of various mar-
ine species.

He was delivering a lec-
ture on “Reef biodiversity,
~ the inside story”, at «the

Central Marine Fisheries Re-
search Institute (CMERI).

“Around 80 per cent of the '

marine orgamsms are not yet
classified and most of the

marine species are still éven

unexplored” he said. He ex-

. pressed. his. concern over

leaving the ' marine biod-
iversity least. understood
even in the age of

, technologlcal advance. Biod-

iversity in the Indian region

‘was yet' to be studied and
classified, compared with

the - Atlantic and Pacific
regions.

He advised Indlan scien-
tists: to emphasise under-
standing the characteristics
of many undescribed marine
species in the Indian Ocean
by intensifying : research on

. taxonomy by using molecu-

lar tools like e-DNA or meta
barcoding., :
Dr. Gutsav urged scientists

_to develop an online data-

base of the biodiversity, help-
ing enthusiasts access in-
formation of the resources.



