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Call to utilize prospects of ICT to improve library system
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KOCHI: A two-day national workshop cum training on Digital Library Managementgot
underway at the Central Marine Fisheries Research Institute (CMFRI) on Friday with a call to
utilise the prospects of information technology to revolutionize the library system.
The workshop, which is being organized by the Library and Documentation Centre at CMFRI,
highlighted that special trainings are required to develop skills to set up and manage digital
libraries.
Inaugurating the workshop, Dr A Ramachandran, vice chancellor of KUFOS said the library
professionals must be well trained with the latest information management technologies in order
to extend the efficacy of the digital library system to the users.
The development in information technology has revolutionized the concept of library system, he
said adding that digitization of information has made the research activities easier and effective.
Dr Ramachandran also inaugurated D-Space@cmfri, a digital archive of information related to
the institute.
In his presidential address, CMFRI Director Dr A Gopalakrishnan said the CMFRI library would
be made the information gateway in the field of fisheries and marine science in the country. The
workshop is intended to bring together library and information professionals in a platform for in
depth analysis and discussion on various aspects and new developments in the field of digital
library system, he added.
Dr Gopalakrishnan released a special publication 'Glimpses of Marine Fisheries- A Caricature',
authored by the Ret. Principal Scientist of CMFRI Dr A A Jayaprakash.
Dr V Gopakumar, Librarian of the Goa University, Dr B S Sivaram from National Aeronautics
Laboratory, Bangalore and B Ravishankar from Informatics, Bangalore spoke on various
technical sessions.
Dr K S Shobhana, Principal Scientist, CMFRI, P Geetha, Officer-in-charge of Library and
Documentation Centre at CMFRI and Dr V Mohan spoke on the occasion. The workshop will
conclude on Saturday.

