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Marine research body transfers
seaweed farming tech to Andamans

OURBUREAL
Xoch,October3]
The emerging seaweed farm-
ing industry in the country
willgeta major boost, with the

Central Marine Fisheries Re-

search Institute (CMFRI) trans-
ferring its technology of sea-
weed cultivation to the
Andamansadministration.
CMFRI provided scientific
inputs on methods of seaweed
farming suitable to the Is-
lands, as a part of the insti-
tute’s initiative for intensify-
ing its consultancy services.
The seaweed cultivation is
generally perceived as one of
the most environmentally be-
nign types of mariculture

activity. A feasibility study con-
ducted in the seawater-inund-
ated areas in South Andamans
by a team of CMFRI scientists
revealed that these regions are

highly prospective for sea-
weed farming. Aimed atavaid-

ing environmental disrup-
tions, CMFRI selected the
coastal areas devoid of coral

reefs. As part of transferring
the  technology  CMFRI
provided practical training on
methods of the farming prac-
tices to the fisheries depart-
ment inAndamans.

Training on fabrication of |
floating rafts with bamboo, ty-
ing of seed material (seaweed
fragments) in the ropes, tying
of seeded ropesin the bamboo
rafts and pesitioning them in |
the sea were given to the par- |
ticipants.

AK Abdul Nazar, Scientist-in-
Charge of Mandapam Re-
gional Centre and B Johnson,
Scientist at the Centre, co-or- |
dinated the training pro-

gramme.







