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Giant Manta Ray, Manta birostris landed at Neendakara Fisheries Harbour

P.V. Sunil and Sijo Paul
ICAR - Central Marine Fisheries Research Institute, Kochi

Manta rays that belongs to the family Mobulidae
occurs in tropical, sub-tropical and temperate
waters of the Atlantic, Pacific and Indian Oceans. A
large Giant manta ray, Manta birostris (Walbaum,
1792) was landed at Needakara Fisheries Harbour
on 12.05.2015. The ray was 370 cm in length and
weighed 1100 kg. The information collected from
the fishermen indicated that it was incidentally
caught in a 12 m OAL outboard (9.9 hp x 2 engines)
gillnet unit. The drift gill net called Ozhukkuvala
(70-80 mm mesh size, 200 m long) was operated at
about 44 m depths. Along with the manta ray,
Coryphaena hippurus, Istiophorus platypterus,
Scomberomorus commerson, Mobula spp. and Auxis
thazard were also landed. The ray was auctioned
for ̀  55,000. Globally, the population of M. birostris
are reported to be declining due to overexploitation

Manta birostris landed at Needakara Fisheries Harbour

and IUCN declared the species as “Vulnerable” in
its annual assessments (IUCN, 2014). However, this
species is only rarely reported in fish landings along
Indian coast.

Landings of Giant Manta Rays at Cochin Fisheries Harbour
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Three numbers of Giant Manta ray, Manta
birostris locally known as “Aana Thirandi”
measuring 220, 291 and 285 cm in standard length
and weighing 680, 1080 and 1050 kg respectively
were landed at Cochin Fisheries Harbour on 27th

March, 2015 (Fig.1). The rays though landed by deep
sea trawler, were caught by mechanized gill net
boat operated at depth of 200 m off Kochi. Due to
the big size of the rays caught, the gill net fishermen
had transferred them to a deep sea trawler which
operated nearby. The rays were identified as Manta
birostris due to its characteristic features of
terminal mouth differentiating it  from the genus
Mobula which has its mouth on the ventral side;

Fig. 1. Manta rays landed at Cochin fisheries harbor

large cephalic horns and white shoulder markings.
Belonging to the family Myliobatidae, they are found
in temperate and tropical  seas and are primarily
plankton feeders. They take a long time to reach




