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Ashtamudi clams fetch more

Eco-labelling through sustainable fishing practices 
results in premium prices and ecological gains. 
Short-neck clam fisheries of Ashtamudi garnered 
an eco-label from the Marine Stewardship Council 
(MSC), a first in India. Clams function as bio-filters 
for Ashtamudi. Understanding the value chain and a 
comparison between pre and post management of the 
fishery points to the advantages of certification. Can 
this be replicated in other small-scale fisheries?

The Economics of Ecosystems 
and Biodiversity – India Initiative 
(TII) aims at making the values of 
biodiversity and linked ecosystem 
services explicit for consideration 
and mainstreaming into 
developmental planning.

A Healthy clam population in  
ashthamudi takes 139 days to filter the 

wlake water completely
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Findings

n	The Ashtamudi estuary, a 61 sq km Ramsar Site, 
provides livelihood for about 3,000 locals.

n	The estimated value of fishery resources of the 
lake is `985 million (US$ 16.4m), of which  

51% comes from clams.
n	The amount of nutrients released in the water 

where clam beds exist was thrice as much as non-
clam zones. With more clams, it takes 139 days 
to filter the lake water completely, as opposed  
to 277 days when clam abundance is poor.

n	The estimated cost of certification is `3 million 
(US$ 50,000) and fishery management is  
`161.7 million (US$ 2.7m).

n	A change in processing and marketing of  
clams can improve livelihood security for  
fishers and boost the export value from the 
present US$ 1 million.

n	With MSC certification, it is feasible to shift to 
new export markets such as Europe and Japan. 
A change in product from clam meat to whole 
clams can lead to 75% increase in revenue.

Recommendations

n	More fishers should be made aware 
of eco-labelling as a tool  
for resource management in small-
scale fisheries.

n	The Central Marine Fisheries 
Research Institute, in tandem with 
WWF, should identify similar small-
scale fisheries to move them towards 
eco-labelling.

n	Seafood trade promotion agencies 
such as the Marine Products Exports 
Development Authority could take the 
results of this study to processors 
and exporters to reap the benefits  
of consumer preferences and target 
new markets.

Based on Assessment of Eco-labelling as Tool for Conservation and Sustainable Use of Biodiversity 
in Ashtamudi Lake, Kerala (Southwest coast of India) 
Researchers: Dr K Sunil Mohamed, Dr V Kripa, Dr R Narayanakumar, Dr D Prema, Dr V 
Venkatesan, Shri. Vinod Malayilethu, Ms. Jenni Sharma and Shri. KK Sajikumar (CMFRI, Kochi).
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The clam biomass filters 
1.6x1018 cells per day 

The clam biomass of ashtamudi 
lake filters ~51.5 tonnes of 
suspended matter per day

The clam stock filters the 
water mass of the lake every 

139 days

Controls 
eutrophication

increases water 
clarIty and benthic 

productivity 
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India, a Biodiversity Hotspot
India is one of the 17 mega-diverse countries in the world. It faces unique circumstances as well 
as challenges in the conservation of its rich biological heritage. With only 2.4% of the world’s 
geographical area, her 1.2 billion people co-exist with over 47,000 species of plants and 91,000 
species of animals. Several among them are keystone and charismatic species.  In addition, the 
country supports up to one sixth of the world’s livestock population. The rapid growth of her 
vibrant economy as well as maintaining its natural capital are both essential to maintaining 
ecosystem services that support human well-being and prosperity. 

Indo-German Biodiversity Programme
The Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change, Government of India is collaborating 
with the Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ), Government of 
Germany and the Federal Ministry for Environment, Nature Conservation, Building and Nuclear 
Safety (BMUB), Government of Germany. The Indo-German Biodiversity Programme comprises 
the following:
n	 The Economics of Ecosystems and Biodiversity - India Initiative (TII)
n	 India Business and Biodiversity Initiative (IBBI)
n	 Conservation and Sustainable Management of Existing and Potential Coastal and Marine 

Protected Areas
n	 Himachal Pradesh Forest Ecosystem Services Project
n	 Access and Benefit Sharing Partnership Project
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