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ABSTRACT 

Studies on marine macro algae of Andhra Pradesh started in 1950's. The research work carried out by 
different organisations and several researchers on various aspects of seaweeds such as distribution & 
diversity, resources, systematics, ecology, biology, spore shedding, biochemicals, phycocolloids, 
pollution, culture and utilization are reviewed in this paper. 

Introduction 
Marine macro algae from one of the 

important living resources of the sea. Marine algae 
contain different vitamins, minerals, trace elements, 
protein, iodine etc. They also contain essential amino 
acids needed in the human diet. The marine macro 
algae directly or indirectly play an important role in 
the economy of the maritime states. The marine 
macro algaeare used as food for human, animal feed, 
fodder, fertilizers and sources of various chemicals, 
as raw materials for biofuel production and liquid 
fertilizer. Selected green, brown and red algae form 
part of the diet taken by people of South East Asia. In 
India, the red alga Gracilaria edulis is consumed in 
certain coastal areas of Tamil Nadu as porridge. 
Some of the marine algal constituents are of 
antimicrobial, antifungal, antiviral, diuretic and 
spasmolytic value. The algae are used in the 
treatment of goitre and as ichthyotoxic compounds. 
The high fibre content of the marine macroalgae acts 
as a soil-conditioner and the mineral content as 

fertilizer. In the recent past, marine macroalgae have 
also been gaining momentum as new experimental 
materials for biological research and integrated 
aquaculture systems. (Kaliaperumal, 2000; 
Umamaheswara Rao, 2011; Chennubhotla et a/ . ,  
2000,201 3a & b). 

The coastaline of Andhra Pradesh extends 
from Tada, Pulicat Lake on south to Domkura near 
Kalingapatnam on the north. The coast has rocky 
substratum in some places and in all other places it is 
sandy or muddy. The coast offers ideal environment 
for marine algal communities with two big rivers 
Godavari and Krishna opening into Bay of Bengal and 
highly productive mangrove habitats occur in the 
river deltas. The research works carried out by 
different organisations and researchers on various 
aspects of marine algae of Andhra Pradesh are given 
below. 

Distribution and Diversity 
Andhra Pradesh is an important state among 
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